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: ebruary Dates to Remember : § February Birthdays §
Wed., Feb. 1 - 6:30 p.m. Building & Grounds Committee § Feb Winifred J 1 §
: : ebruary 1 Winifred Jerre

Sun., Feb. 5 - 11:00 a.m. Worship, after worship, &
Special Session meeting to approve 2012 budget; C.E. Meeting § February 7 Eric McCullogh §
* Mon., Feb. 6 - 9:30 a.m. Worship & Music Committee § February 12 Ronald Edmonds Jr. §
Tues., Feb. 7 - 6:00 p.m. Bible Study; 7:00 p.m. Deacons § February 15 Debi Brown §
Sun., Feb. 12 - 11:00 a.m. Worship, after worship, Annual Congregational Sy 6y 8 By By By 6 Sy Gy Gy Gy 6 By By B N BB R

- Meeting to approve 2012 budget
Mon., Feb. 13 - 7:00 p.m. Session

Tues., Feb. 14 - noon, Delanco Sr. Cit. luncheon; 3:00 p.m. hoagie order
. deadline; 7:00 p.m. Bible Study

Fri., Feb. 17 - 7:00 p.m. "Family Game Night"
Sat., Feb. 18 - 9:30 a.m. A&B Sale; 10:30-noon Hoagie pickup
Tues., Feb. 21 - 7:00 p. m. Bible Study

Wed., Feb. 22 - 8:30 a.m. Worship, Communion Service; 9:00 a.m. Break-
. fast; 7:30 p.m. Worship, Communion Service .

Tues., Feb. 28 - 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
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Monetary Musings
Faith is the evidence not seen (Hebrews 11:1).

I am using the same verse of Hebrews again this month because it fits our church after an oil bill of $1,000
over a period of eight days comes due. Winter is fough for us. The weekly oil bills and the first installment
of per capita due drain the Sunday offering quickly. We, as a church family, need Faith to be rooted in
our collective soul. In many ways, our church’s financial state is much like the Hebrews 11:1. Eighteen
members have committed a portion of their financial portfolio to our church. That is an addition of two
from the first of the year. It is never too late to make that commitment. Many of the members continue to
consistently give each week without signing a commitment card. Despite the rain and ice our January
hoagie sale turned a profit. Money from Code Blue is beginning to come in as we have had nine CB
nights up to January 25th. After all of that there is faith. In many ways our budget Fully Relies On God.

Our Attic and Basement Sale needs a boost. We need people to clean out their attics and basements
and make donations to the church for the monthly sale. And we need people to spread the news about
the A/B sale. Word of mouth can travel very quickly. With many families struggling financially, the house-
hold goods found at the sale can be purchased at a very low cost. Let’s have a record breaking month in
February.

How is that New Year's Resolution to pay per capita working out? The amount remains the same $38.75
per member. So far 15 out of 85 members have fuffilled their obligation. This could be a resolution kept
and done in a very short amount of time not like other lengthier resolutions that take several months or the
entire year. By March, let’s try to double the amount of members that have paid the per capita.

“By the numbers” for December of 2011
Contributions/Income: $6, 337.63 Expenses: $7,935.63

Prayer and scripture have always been our foundation. Let us cling to them as we move through the win-
ter of 2012.
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Youth Group News

The youth group kicked off the New Year with an exciting New Years Eve
Party! Each month the youth have two meetings, they take place on the se-
cond and fourth Sunday. Also, each month has a scheduled event, in the
month of January the group went ice skating at the Flyers Skate Zone. It
went very well and everyone had a lot of fun! The February activity will be
planned at the next meeting, ideas that come up usually are service pro-

t jects or a fun day trip. Don’t miss out; the next meeting is January 29th at

¢ the church! Invite your friends and bring your favorite snack and game to
+ share!

¢ We are also having a game night the third Friday of February. That would
¢ be the 17th. Itis open to anyone - young or old. A time to fun and fellow-

¢ ship. They need to bring a snack to share and their favorite game.
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Pastor’s Nook - February, 2012

It is hard to believe how quickly the year 2012 is passing by! It is already February, and
the beginning of Lent will soon be here. We have a few events to look forward to. On
Sunday, February 12, 2012, we will have the Annual Congregational Meeting for the pur-
pose of approving the budget for 2012. (Financial reports are due in Jeanne’s office by
Monday, February 6, 2012 so the Audit Committee can do their work.) As usual, the bills
continue to roll in, faster than our monetary contributions do. Please plan to attend this
meeting.

On February 22, 2012, we will have our annual Ash Wednesday communion services and
breakfast. We will have a short worship service at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary with
breakfast following in the fellowship hall at 9:00 a.m. We will also have a communion
service that evening at 7:30 p.m. Please plan to attend one of the services. Let us
begin Lent in the spirit of faith, prayer, and worship.

One of the more popular and familiar Scriptures for Ash Wednesday and Lent is Psalm
51:10-12: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Re-
store to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.” These verses
are one of David’s prayers of repentance. He earnestly prays here that God will not take
away the Holy Spirit who came upon him when he was chosen to be king. David asks
God to cleanse him and to restore him to the joy of being in God’s presence.

The season of Lent is six weeks long, beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending with
Easter. It is a time of repentance, a time for totally confessing all our sins to God, and
asking God’s forgiveness. Yes, we do this every Sunday; and there are those who repent
and ask forgiveness every day. Yet, this is a more special time because it leads up to
the events of Holy Week and Jesus’ Crucifixion.

Because it is winter and heating oil for the church is costing $3.99 per gallon, our oil
bills are again averaging $950 to $1,000 per week. We as a church are in crisis and are
struggling to make ends meet. David prays this prayer after having Bathsheba’s hus-
band killed in the frontline of a battle so he can have her as his wife. Our church’s front-
line battle is not having enough money to pay all our bills. David was in crisis, and so
are we.

May we continue to look to God for His forgiveness and for His guidance in keeping our
church financially solvent. Every little bit helps, but it is often not enough. May we use
this Lenten season to find more ways to witness of Christ’s love for us, to bring more
people to become part of our church family, and to continue praising God and thanking
Him for all our gifts and blessings.

Pactor Lynne






